
Dear Dalton Families,

The Coeur d’Alene Public Schools Transportation Department is excited to announce the rollout
of a new program called Z Pass by Zonar that will allow us to increase bus rider safety, provide
increased accountability, and improve efficiency.

Students will use an identification card to scan each time they get on
or off the bus. This technology allows us to know in real time which
students are on the bus, and when and where they get on and off.

Z Pass will help to:
● Record the time, date and location of students as they board

and exit the bus
● Increase safety in case of an emergency
● Provide information to quickly and accurately answer parent questions
● Automate our rider counts and rosters for state reporting

We are providing a pilot program for Z pass at Dalton
Elementary before we extend it to other schools in the
District.

Bus Registration

If your student is a regular bus rider, occasional rider or
may ride only 1 or 2 times this year, please ensure they are
registered with Transportation as a rider so we can have a
card ready for them.  If you registered your student at the
beginning of the school year, you do not need to register
them again.

To register your student, go to
www.cdaschools.org/transportation

How it works

Students will be assigned their card with a lanyard that can be attached to a backpack. The
student will swipe their card over the reader, which beeps to verify when a student gets on or off.

Each bus using Z Pass will have an accurate roster of the students who are on board at any
given time, and our Transportation office will have instant access to this information.

We will issue students their cards in January and begin using them soon afterward.

http://www.cdaschools.org/transportation


Answers to Common Questions

How will my student get a card?

The Transportation Department will set up a card for
each registered bus rider, and Dalton will distribute
the cards to those students.

How will my student keep track of their card?

Cards will have a lanyard that can be attached to a
student’s backpack so that they have their card with
them each day of school.

What happens if my student does not have their card
with them?

Students will still be allowed to ride their bus. Drivers
will manually record the student for that day. If

students have not registered or repeatedly do not have the card, a notice will be sent home with
instructions on how to register or get a replacement card.

What if my student loses their card?

The District will provide one replacement card. Families will be responsible to purchase
additional replacement cards, if needed.

Future feature: Parent app

Eventually we hope to add a feature that will allow
parents and guardians to use an app on their
phones to monitor when their students board the
bus in the morning, arrive at school, board the bus
again in the afternoon, and get off at the bus stop
near their home.


